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The construction workers have taken apart, thus 
far, the 1st floor restrooms, and penetrated all 

floors into the basement for the new elevator shaft.  

Much preparatory work needed to be done before 
the above demolition, which consisted of removing 
old shelving in the basement and excavating the 

basement, of course, for the new elevator shaft. 

The old shelving removal was a particularly in-
volved project, since burning was needed to ex-
tract the imbedded paint-covered metal in order for 

the shelves to be fully removed. 

As with any rehabilitation of an older building, 
surprises occur. When the construction workers 
found asbestos, the Main Library was closed to 
staff and the public, with  air quality testing done 

by a reputable engineer prior to reopening. 
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Finally! Renovation of the Historic Main Library  
in Jersey City Began in Late 2014 

 

 

Library Board President 

Dr. Charles T. Epps Jr. 
Passed Away on 
St. Patrickõs Day, 

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

Dr. Charles T. Epps Jr., speaking at the special 
JCFPL Foundation fundraising reception, Wine, Reno-
vations & Song, on June 24, 2014, regarding renova-
tion of the Main Library, as Library Director Priscilla 
Gardner and Library Foundation Board Treasurer 
Joseph Panepinto Jr., Esq. look on. 

 

 "We are deeply saddened that our  Library Board 
President and very dear  friend, Dr. Charles T. Epps 
Jr., has passed away so unexpectedly. He 
first served as a board member for five years and 
then became board president this January. Given 
his background in education and his community ties, 
we had great plans for the library system. He was 
also Vice Chairman of the Jersey City Free Public 
Library Foundation Board. No doubt about it, Dr. 

Epps will be sorely missed." 

So read the statement immediately released to the 
media by Library Director Priscilla Gardner on the 
passing of Library Board President Dr. Charles T. 

Epps Jr. 

 
Charles T. Epps Jr., Ed.D., the career educator 
who was best known as Dr. Epps, was found on 
Friday, March 20, to have died at home on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2015. Dr. Epps was 70 at the time of his 
death, expected to have been a heart condition. 
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ñOn May 13, 1889 seven men met in the City Hall 
office of Mayor Orestes Cleveland to organize the 
first free public library for Jersey City. Throughout 
the 1890s the trustees and library staff acquired 
land at Jersey Avenue and Montgomery Street, 
hired a supervising architect, Professor A.D.F. 
Hamlin of Colombia University, and announced a 
design competition. The architectural firm of Brite 
and Bacon of New York was selected, contracts 
were awarded, and, on August 16, 1899, the 
cornerstone was set in place. On January 14, 
1901 the new building, today's main library, was 
dedicated,ò wrote Jersey City historian J. Owen 

Grundy, which appears on the library website. 
 

The Main Library, now in its 115th year of opera-
tion, is in grave need of repair, from windows that 

are energy-inefficient and historically incorrect to  

the need for a new stacks building with a climate-
controlled environment for the archival documents 
of the New Jersey Room, and of course, the need 
for retrofitting the Main Library for disabled acces-
sibility, for compliance of the federal Americans 

with Disabilities Act.  

The Main Library of the Jersey City Free Public 
Library, with a cornerstone set in 1899 and an official 
dedication in 1901, is now under renovation. 

Decorative grill partition, located on the marble 
stairs landing between the 3rd and 4th floors of the 
Main Library, serves as a gate when necessary. 

 

The incredibly beautiful marble staircase and 
wrought iron banister  that winds through the four 
floors of the Main Library, looking down from 3rd. 

 

On October 31, 2014, the Main Library began its 
journey of intermittent closures over a period of 

three to five years for construction completion. 

Accessibility is key, with a new entrance created 
for the disabled-accessible lift, along with a new 
interior shaft for the larger elevator. New re-
strooms for the public will be built on the 4th floor, 

along with upgrading the 1st floor restrooms. 

ñThis has been a long haul for the Library. I am so 
happy, with the help of Mayor Fulop, Municipal 
Council, Business Administrator and Chief Finan-
cial Officer, to finally get this renovation going,ò 
said Library Director Priscilla Gardner. ñWhile the 
public, as well as library staff, will be inconven-
ienced, this is only temporary. With these much-
needed renovations, the Main Library will be able 

to serve the public for another century!ò 
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The beloved teacher and administrator had nearly 50 
years in education, having begun as a 7th grade teacher 
at P.S. No. 15, and progressing in seven years to be-
come a math supervisor. His career trajectory soared as 
Dr. Epps served as a director and associate superinten-
dent, and was named Superintendent of Jersey City 

Public Schools from 2000 to 2011. 

It was clear Dr. Epps loved life, as evidenced by his 
ebullient and gregarious nature, where he would greet 
you with a big smile, and engage in light-hearted con-
versation. And if you were his former or current student, 
Dr. Epps would show a special warmth, an encourage-

ment, to keep striving toward your goals. 
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While the City of Jersey City has come through for 
much of the capital improvement funds, a grant 
from the Hudson County Open Space Trust Fund 

has been secured for the windows replacement. 

Andé A special crowdfunding webpage through 
GoFundMe.com has been created to help with 
the capital improvement fundraising. Please go to 
the Library website homepage, 

www.jclibrary.org, and scroll down to the link! 

The Jersey City Free Public Library Foundation, 
Inc. is chartered in Jersey City, New Jersey, as a 
501(c)(3) organization to receive charitable gifts, 
and was established on January 27, 2004 to sup-
port the mission of the library: to provide services 
and materials for the education, enrichment and 

entertainment of the people of Jersey City.  
 

There are other ways to donate, as well: Please 
make checks payable to Jersey City Free Public 
Library Foundation, Inc., and send to: Priscilla 
Gardner, Executive Director, JCFPL Foundation, 

Inc., 472 Jersey Avenue, Jersey City, NJ 07302.  

Here is the link to donate online through the library 
website: http://www.jclibrary.org/main-library-

info/support-the-library 
 

For further information, contact: (201) 547-4508, 

or e-mail, pgardner@jclibrary.org 
 

 

Dr. Epps was known to have a personal motto, 

ókeep the kids firstô.  

Even in his retirement, he did just that, by becom-
ing a Library Board Member five years ago, and 

then, being elected its president in January 2015. 

Dr. Epps had been an involved church member of 
Mount Zion Baptist Church, having served as chair-
man of its trustee board.  The Honorable Dr. Epps 
also had been a New Jersey State Assemblyman, 
representing the 31st District (Bayonne and a part 

of Jersey City), from 2006 to 2008. 

"Dr. Epps made significant contributions to the 
district and to the Jersey City community over his 
long and distinguished career," Jersey City school 
district officials said in a statement, according to 

The Jersey Journal. 

The funeral service was held on Saturday, March 
24, at St. Patrickôs R.C. Church, which is across 
the street from Dr. Eppsô religious home, Mount 
Zion Baptist Church, where his father was pastor. 
After the service, a special route traveled for four 
miles throughout the Bergen-Lafayette and Green-
ville sections of Jersey City, so mourners would be 

able to say farewell.  

The funeral procession passed by five schools, 
including Whitney M. Young Jr. School 15, where 
Epps began his nearly 50-year career with the 
district, and the Fred. W. Martin School, No. 41. 
According to The Jersey Journal, the flags flew at 
half-staff and a sign in front of the school read, "Dr. 

Charles T. Epps: 1944-2015. You will be missed." 

 

Library Board President Dr. Charles T. Epps Jr. Passed Away on 

St. Patrickõs Day, Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

 IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Dr. Charles T. Epps Jr. 
 

This is a difficult moment for us. At such times, we are often at a 
loss for words to express the value of someoneôs life, particularly 
someone who we had the privilege to know and work with over 
the years. I will always remember our conversations, our meet-
ings, and our friendship for the past 30 years. Even in this time of 
sadness and great loss, I can hear him say so clearly, ñHey Girl,ò 
and it brings a smile to my face.   
 

Dr. Epps, we will never forget you, too soon you left us. Itôs not 
the years in a life that counts; itôs the life in the years.   
 

Our collective memories will continue to hold you in high regard. 
In closing, I refer to Carol Burnett, in saying, ñDr. Epps, I am so 
glad we had this time together.ò 
 

Priscilla Gardner ÿ April 14, 2015           

"This is what it's all about," says Jersey City Superintendent of Schools Charles 
Epps as he holds Jaeden Bellamy, 2, of Jersey City, during a protest against 
state Republican efforts to cut funding to full-day preschool in urban school dis-
tricts at School 11 in Jersey City Thursday, Feb. 17, 2011. Doug Bauman / JJ 

 

Finally! Renovation of the Historic  
Main Library Began in Late 2014 

 

Jersey City Superintendent of Schools Charles T. Epps, 
Jr. gives words of encouragement to Class of 2011 during 
their graduation on Monday evening at Dickinson High 
School in Jersey City. June 27, 2011. Pamela Suchy / JJ 

mailto:pgardner@jclibrary.org
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On Saturday, September 20, 2014, the New 
Jersey Room celebrated New Jerseyôs 350th 

Anniversary as it celebrated its 50 years. 
 

In 1964, the Jersey City Free Public Library 
acquired the collection of William Richardson, 
the Jersey City official historian until his death in 
1937. With the vast collection of the Hudson 
County Historical Society (1908-mid-1950s) 
held by the library and a small collection already 
in the Libraryôs Reference Department, it was 
decided a department devoted exclusively to 
New Jersey history was called for, and so the 

New Jersey Room was established. 
 

The New Jersey Room boasts hand-written 
documents as well as printed material dating to 
the 1600s. Jersey City resident and New Jersey 
historian Jim Madden and his co-author, from 
central New Jersey, Joe Bilby, were on hand to 
discuss their book 350 Years of New Jersey 
History: From Stuyvesant to Sandy (History 
Press), with a special emphasis on Jersey City 

and Hudson County events. 
 

Throughout the year ,the New Jersey Room 
displayed materials related to and produced for 

the New Jersey Tercentenary in 1964. 
 

Some Baby Boomers might know this answer, 
yet for those who didnôt compute the anniver-

sary by year, tercentenary means the 300th. 

 

The Library Website: Your Digital Branch, Open 24/7 

 

NJ Room Acquires Special Collection from the  
local daily newspaper, The Jersey Journal 

  
   Continued from Page 4, Column 1 

 
 
Since 1958, National Library Week has 
been a national observance sponsored 
by the American Library Association 
(ALA) along with participating libraries 
nationwide each mid-April. All kinds of 
libraries participate ï school, public, 
academic and special ï in celebration 
of the contributions libraries make to  
the lives of U.S. citizens, and as a time 
to promote library use and support. 

 

The Jersey Journal: Miles and miles of files, it 
seems like, anyway! These are clippings files from 
The Jersey Journal. 

The Jersey Journal: Wooden file cabinets of photo-
graphs and articles. The larger cabinets are full of 
photos, the smaller ones, filled with folded articles. 

 

The Main Libraryõs NJ Room 
Co-Celebrated NJõs 350th Anniversary 

with NJ Roomõs 50th 

http://www.jclibrary.org 

 

 

The New Jersey Room was happy 
in 2014 to receive a donation of 
news clippings, photographs and 
microfilm from The Jersey Journal 
when the newspaper moved from 
its Journal Square headquarters to 
new digs in Secaucus.  

The materials include numerous  
file cabinets of clippings from The 
Jersey Journal and the Hudson  
Dispatch, with file cabinets of news 
and sports photos and  many other 
file cabinets of microfilm from the 
Journal, Dispatch and Bayonne 
Times, all stored in the back room 
and the front. It is now the NJ Room 
staffôs task to arrange and describe 
these historically valuable collec-
tions for library patrons to use. 

http://www.jclibrary.org / 
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Network Administrator Victor Enriquez, 
MLIS, heads the department, comprised 
of Ralph Artiles, who is assistant network 
administrator, and Jonathan Pasco, 
whose responsibilities include webmaster 
and design. In overseeing the website 
design, Enriquez makes sure that naviga-
tion and imagery are clearly presented, 

and easily found. 

For the Jersey City libraryôs celebration of 
National Library Week 2015, a PowerPoint 
presentation, Getting to Know Your Dig-
ital Library, outlining ówhere to find whatô 
on the library website, has been created 
especially for the publicôs understanding 
by Public Information Officer Michele  
Dupey, MLIS, who is available for presen-
tations at schools and community organi-

zations throughout the year.  

Please contact: mdupey@jclibrary.org 
 

Continued on Page 3, Column 1 

Connections  is the newsletter of the Jersey City Free 

Public Library, 472 Jersey Avenue, Jersey City, NJ  07302. 
www.jclibrary.org 
 

Publisher:   Priscilla Gardner, MLS 
                   Library Director 
Editor: Michele M. Dupey, MLIS 
  Public Information Officer 
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Library Locations and Phone Numbers 
  

    Main Library, 472 Jersey Avenue   /   07302 
          Vincenzo Domenico Bonetti II Childrenôs Room  
                  Childrenôs Department, (201) 547 - 4519    
          Lending Department, (201) 547 - 4526 
          Reference Department, (201) 547 - 4501 
          Biblioteca Criolla, (201) 547 - 4541 
          Federal Documents, (201) 547-4517 
          Literacy, (201) 547 - 4518 
 
    Bookmobile, (201) 547 - 5666     
 Mobile (201) 706-1870 
    Cunningham Branch, 275 M. L. King Drive  
 (201) 547 - 4555   /   07305 
    Five Corners Branch, 678 Newark Avenue 
 (201) 547 - 4543   /   07306 
    Greenville Branch, 1841 Kennedy Boulevard 
 (201) 547 - 4553   /   07305 
    Heights Branch, 14 Zabriskie Street 
 (201) 547 - 4556   /   07307 
    Lafayette Branch, 307 Pacific Avenue 
 (201) 547 - 5017   /   07304 
    Marion Branch, 1017 West Side Avenue 
 (201) 547 - 4552   /   07306 
    Miller Branch, 489 Bergen Avenue 
 (201) 547 - 4551   /   07304 
    Pavonia Branch, 326 Eighth Street 
 (201) 547 - 4808   /   07302 
    West Bergen Branch, 476 West Side Avenue 
      (201) 547 - 4554   /   07304 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

With the theme Unlimited possibilities @ your library® established by the American Library Association for its celebration of Na-
tional Library Week in 2015 (April 12-18), the Jersey City Free Public Library contributes continually to those ñunlimited possibilitiesò 

by reminding everyone of its digital branch library ð the Library website ð which is open 24/7.   http://www.jclibrary.org    
 

ñSince 2002, when I became Library Director, Iôve wanted to make sure the Jersey City library system was available to each and eve-
ry person who wanted library services,ò said Library Director Priscilla Gardner. ñContinually improving the library website was a natural 

extension, which provides exploration of library materials and services whenever you want!ò 
 

The Jersey City Free Public Library has had a website since the turn of the 21st century; however, its look and navigational structure 
have evolved over time. That constantly evolving ónewnessô requested by the Library Director has resulted in creating much better 

navigation, thanks to the MIS Department, which is located on the administrative floor of the Main Library. 
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The Library Website ñ YOUR Digital Branch, Open 24/7  

 

Selected Slides from the PowerPoint Presentation:  
 

ôGetting to Know Your Digital Libraryõ 

 

http://www.jclibrary.org 

 
The Library Websiteð
YOUR Digital Branch, 

Open 24/7 

 
To schedule this Power-
Point presentation, please 
contact Michele Dupey,   
Library Public Information 
Officer (201) 547-4579 or 
mdupey@jclibrary.org  

}JCFPL Digital Library ïOverDrive.com
¶Downloading Digital eBooks & Audiobooks ïFrom our 

digital library section, & now, much more popular by users 
for tablets & phones: http://jclibrary.lib.overdrive.com/

Library Card Info Text Us

}Obtaining a Library 
Card

}Find an óAô to your óQô


